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Abstract 

[0032] A propeller shaft assembly includes a thin-walled tubular 

member, a connecting member fixed to each end of the tubular member, 
and a support member fixed within the tubular member. The support 
member includes a plurality of radial elements extending a first length (LI) 
within the tubular member and engaging an interior surface of the tubular 
member to increase the bending frequency of the propeller shaft assembly. 
In one example, the support member includes a central hub coaxially 
located within the tubular member and the radial elements extend from the 
central hub to the interior surface of the tubular member. The radial 
elements can include enlarged end portior\s for engaging the interior 
surface of the tubular member. The radial elements, at their ends, can also 
include eitiier axial or circumferential grooves which act as an adhesive 
reservoir. 


